
Wooden Collection House
(top opening)

Follow these simple instructions to  build your own 
tab house for your school or office!  

Designed by Mike Sewell



Building the main box 

Material Quantity
1. 31 x 21 in. piece of plywood 2
2. 16 x 21 in. piece of plywood 2
3. 31 x 16 in. piece of plywood 1
4. 31 in. long 2 x 4 2
5. 15 in. 2 x 2 4
6. Course thread drywall screws 2” 1 pack
7. Machine screws: round head combo ¼” – 20 x 3” 16 screws
8. 150 lb. strength caster 4
9. Screwdriver 1
10. Drill

Directions
A. Build base by using 2” Coarse Thread Drywall Screws, screw in two 31” 2 x 4’s into 

each side of the 31 x 16.
B. Cut an 18 x 13 window in one of the 31 x 21 boards.
C. Screw in all 4 sides to the base using the 2” Coarse Thread Drywall Screws. (Pre-drill 

the holes).
D. Drill in the holes where your casters will go then screw in Casters to bottom of base 

using Machine Screws: Round Head Combo ¼” – 20 x 3”, tighten bolts on the inside 
of the box.

E. Screw in 2 x 2 for support in all 4 corners using same drywall screws to screw in 
sides and base.

1

22

10

9

7

8

3

4

1
6

5



6

5

1

3

2

4

Building the roof

Materials Quantity
1. 16 in. base, 4 in. sides, with a height of 12 in. 2
2. 31 x 4 in. piece of plywood 2
3. 33 x 16 in. piece of plywood 1
4. 33 x 15.5 in piece of plywood. 1
5. 2 x 2 in. 3 inches in length 4
6. 2 x 2 in. 18 inches in length 1

Directions
A. Tack the 4 x 31 pieces of wood to the two base pieces. This created the 

base of the roof.
B. Tack the shorter roof piece to the base, than nail the longer roof piece to 

base so that they fit together.
C. Flip the roof onto its side looking in.
D. Nail a 2 x 2, 18 in. in length, in the middle to brace the roof. 
E. Nail a 2 x 2, 3 in. in length, piece in all four corners to help brace the roof.
F. Use a Jigsaw to cut a 12 x 8 in hole in one of the roof sides.
G. Go back and nail all the pieces together to secure the roof.

Painting
Once completed, remember to prime the whole box before you paint.   We 
painted ours white with a black roof and red accents, but you can choose your 
own colors.   (It’s a good idea to paint the inside, too, just for that extra touch.)


